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Happy birthday to usl 



The University of Victoria is 
celebrating a milestone with 
displays, special lectures and lots of 
entertainment. 

It’s party time at UVic this 
month as the university invites the 
community to join in and celebrate 
its 40th anniversary and the 100th 
anniversary of its predecessor, 
Victoria College. 

The “Campus and Community 
Celebration” kicks off at 10 a.m. on 
Friday, Sept. 5 with entertainment 
and exhibits for the entire family. 
Look for the big tent at University 
Centre and pick up an event 
guide listing all the attractions on 
campus. 

Alumni are invited to visit the 
welcome centre to pick up a scarf 
in their faculty colours to help 
them identity their fellow grads. 
Visit International Development 
Days at the University Centre to 
attend a lecture or visit the display 
booths to learn more about how 
UVic promotes education in 
developing countries to improve 
the human condition at all levels 
of society. 

Check out how Victoria children 
view their community and their 
world at a children’s art festival 





in the MacLaurin Building and 
watch the mainstage entertainment 
(in the grassy central quadrangle) 
from 1:30 to 4 p.m. The former 
president of Ireland, Mary 
Robinson, delivers a President’s 
Distinguished Lecture in the 
University Centre Farquhar Audi¬ 
torium at 7 p.m. Her presentation 
will be preceded by a short, special 
convocation ceremony (see story 
below). 

Tickets are going fast to 
the outdoor movie theatre 
in Centennial Stadium for an 
8:30 p.m. showing of The Princess 
Bride. It’s free but advance tickets 
are required. Call the Event Info 
Line at 472-4996 for ticket pick¬ 
up information. 

The festivities begin again 
on Saturday, Sept. 6 with a 
Family 5K Fun Run at 10 
a.m. at Centennial Stadium. 


The day’s opening ceremonies 
will be held on the mainstage 
beginning at 10:45 a.m. and 
the entertainment continues 
until 4 p.m. Check out lectures, 
films, displays and nature 
walks during the social sciences 
“Super Saturday” in the Cornett 
Building, while over in the Elliott 
Building it’s “Discover UVic 
Science” with demonstrations 
and displays. 

Kids will love the Dairyland 
Kids Zone and the Musical Petting 
Zoo, where youngsters have the 
opportunity to try out different 
instruments. Drop by the “Have 
A Go” activity centre and try out 
wheelchair sports or watch the 
campus go by on a horse-drawn 
trolley tour. 

That evening listen to the latest 
in spoken word performances 
at “Get It Off the Page” at the 
Grad Student Building at 8 p.m. 
This licensed venue offers a 
spoken word cabaret combining 
jazz music and dramatic 
performance. 

For complete details visit 
the Campus and Community 
Celebration Web site at: celebration 
2003.uvic.ca/festival. 
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Welcome to UVic! 

Jenny Halliday, Jowett Yu, JanaLee Cherneski and Devin Arnold (l-r) are among 
the more than 100 UVic Orientation program staff and volunteers who have been 
welcoming more than 17,000 UVic students back to campus in the past week. 
New Student Orientation offers orientation and workshop programs for first-year 
students, international students, grad students, and parents. 


UVic shines spotlight on human rights advocate 



Robinson 


Ireland’s first female president and 
the former UN High Commissioner 
for Human Rights, Mary 
Robinson, will deliver a President’s 
Distinguished Lecture as part of 
UVic’s Campus and Community 
Celebration. 

Robinson will discuss “No 
Sustainable Development With¬ 
out Human Rights” at 7 p.m. on 
Friday, Sept. 5 at the University 


Centre Farquhar Auditorium. 
The presentation is free and 
open to the public but seating is 
limited. 

Prior to the lecture, Robinson 
will be conferred with an honorary 
degree in a short, special convocation 
ceremony. 

Robinson has spent most of her 
life as a human rights advocate. As 
an academic, a legislator and a 


barrister, she has always sought 
to use law as an instrument for 
social change, arguing landmark 
cases before the European Court 
of Human Rights, as well as in 
the Irish courts and the European 
Court in Luxembourg. She led 
Ireland from 1990 to 1997 and 
held her post at the UN from 1997 
to 2002. 

The recipient of numerous 


honours and awards around the 
world, Robinson is a member of 
the Royal Irish Academy and the 
American Philosophical Society. 
Now based in New York, she’s 
currently leading a new project, 
the Ethical Globalization Initiative 
(EGI), which strives to bring the 
norms and standards of human 
rights into the globalization 
process. 


Message 
to our 
readers 

This issue inaugurates a number 
of changes for The Ring. With 
this issue, The Ring is moving 
to a new publication schedule 
that will see us publish monthly. 
This recognizes the advances 
on the university’s Web site 
that allow us to provide you 
with more up-to-date news and 
information about the campus 
through the UVic home page. 

In content terms. The Ring 
will focus on keeping you better 
informed about UVic’s progress 
in meeting the objectives of 


the university’s strategic plan, 
and our growing reputation for 
excellence in these areas. That 
means an increased emphasis 
on: the external recognition and 
successes of our outstanding 
faculty, students and staff; 
the benefits of UVic research 
and how we’re serving the 
community; our leadership 
in experiential learning; our 
interdisciplinary approach and 
the expanding international 
dimension of our activities; 
UVic’s support for First Nations 
students and initiatives, and for 
sustainability on campus; and 
our achievements in the areas of 
focus outlined in the university’s 
research plans. We’ll continue 
to provide an institutional 
perspective on issues and to 


publish an events calendar, 
targeted to those events that 
have the broadest appeal to the 
campus community as a whole. 

To ensure we’re serving the 
information needs of faculty 
and staff on campus we’ll also 
be consulting with you over 
the months ahead. We’ll be 
asking you what you need to 
know and what you want to 
know and how we can get that 
information to you in a form 
you’ll find useful. We’ll ask you 
about the value of a proposed 
electronic news service for the 
university community and 
what we can do to enhance the 
university’s Web presence. All 
this will be part of a strategic 
communications plan for the 
university that will emerge over 


the coming year. 

We’re excited about the 
changes taking place and those 
to come, and are confident 
that once these are fully 
implemented, you’ll know 
more about the achievements, 
initiatives and outstanding 
people that are leading to 
increased recognition of 
UVic as one of Canada’s top 
universities. In the meantime, 
please don’t hesitate to contact 
us if you have questions or 
concerns about these changes. 

Bruce Kilpatrick, 

Director UVic Communications 

Valerie Shore 

Managing editor The Ring 


To off-campus 
readers 

This is the last issue of 
The Ring to be 
distributed through 
off-campus drop boxes. 
The Ring will still be 
available online at 
www.uvic.ca/ring. 

If you prefer to read our 
publication as a hard copy, 
contact us at 
UVic Communications at 
721-7636 and well be 
happy to place you on 
The Ring mailing list. 
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Wightman 


New vice 
president 
external takes 
the reins 

"I'm still involved with fundraising 
that will benefit kids—they're 
just bigger now" 


by Patty Pitts 

For Faye Wightman, UVic’s new 
vice president external relations, the 
switch from caregiver to fundraiser 
was a matter of necessity. When 
she was director of health and 
community services for the BC 
Yukon division of the Canadian Red 
Cross Society, the former clinical 
nurse wanted to offer a program 
on child abuse protection. 

“It was a fabulous program. But 
we had no money for it so we had 
to go out and raise the funds,” she 
remembers. 

Wightman found the exper¬ 
ience “exciting, challenging and 
rewarding.” She raised the funding 
for the program and in the years 
since has raised much, much more 
for the United Way of the Lower 
Mainland, Sunny Hill Foundation 
and, most recently, the B.C. 
Childrens Hospital Foundation. As 
its president, Wightman increased 
the foundations annual revenue 650 
per cent over 10 years. 

“Its not a big step from raising 
money for health research to raising 
money for university research,” she 


says of her move from a medical 
complex in Vancouver to the UVic 
campus. “And I’m still involved 
with fundraising that will benefit 
kids—they’re just bigger now.” 

Wightman says UVic’s size was 
part of the attraction. “It’s not 
mammoth in that it takes forever 
to make anything happen. I’m very 
impressed with the university’s 
executive and its vision.” 

Wightman says her work is not 
just about fundraising. “This is 
about working with the community 
and with alumni and making people 
aware of how great the university 
and its people are, and in turn have 
the university recognized for the 
valuable asset that it is.” 

A resident of the Lower 
Mainland for the past 30 years, 
she’s enthusiastic about the move 
to Vancouver Island. “Victoria is 
a beautiful place to live and this 
is such an attractive campus. It’s a 
great place to work—surrounded by 
young people and colleagues who 
believe in the institution and what 
it offers. I’m very proud and excited 
to be part of the university and the 
community.” 


"Jane Doe" to lecture at UVic 


The woman known as “Jane Doe” 
will deliver the UVic law faculty’s 
2003 F. Murray Fraser Lecture in 
Professional Responsibility, and 
a free public lecture and reading 
from her recent book, The Story of 
Jane Doe , at UVic this month. 

After becoming the fifth reported 
woman to be raped by the “balcony 
rapist” in the mid-‘80s, Jane Doe 
sued the Toronto Metropolitan 
Police for failing to warn her that a 
serial rapist was stalking and raping 
women in her neighbourhood. Her 
11-year legal battle made history 
when she became the first citizen 
to successfully hold a police force 


accountable for its actions. 

The Ontario court ruled 
that her charter rights had been 
violated, confirming that police 
“had been grossly negligent and 
irresponsible”and “were motivated 
and informed by adherence to rape 
myths as well as sexist stereotypical 
reasoning about rape, about women, 
and about women who had been 
raped.” 

Jane Doe is a teacher, lecturer, 
arts and culture worker, and feminist 
activist who has received numerous 
awards and honours since her court 
victory. Her case is studied in law 
schools internationally. 


She’ll present the Fraser Lecture, 
“Rape and Responsibility,”on 
Monday, Sept. 22 from 1:30 to 
3:30 p.m., in Fraser 159. On Sept. 
23, from 7:30-9:30 p.m. in Fraser 
159, she’ll deliver a keynote address 
and reading entitled “Taking Back 
our Stories: Taking on Society 
and State,’’co-sponsored by the 
department of women’s studies, 
the faculties of humanities and 
law, and the division of continuing 
studies. 

Admission to the keynote address 
and reading is free, but registration 
is required to guarantee a seat. Call 
472-4747 for more information. 


Williams art makes 
its public debut 


The first major public exhibit of art 
from the estate of Michael Williams 
will be held at three Victoria 
locations throughout September 
when the university presents “The 
Williams Legacy” at the Maltwood 
Gallery, the Fran Willis Gallery and 
Swans Pub. 

Many of the more than 60 
works—including sculpture, 
paintings, carvings, and decorative 
art—are on public display for the 
first time. 

“This exhibit features some of 
the best pieces of Pacific Northwest 
contemporary art from Michael’s 
collection,” says Martin Segger, 
director of the Maltwood Gallery. 
“The addition of his art to UVic’s 
collection makes it one of the best 


and most extensive collections of 
Canadian modern and West Coast 
First Nations art in the country.” 

The late heritage property 
developer, patron of the arts and 
philanthropist made UVic the 
main beneficiary of his estate when 
he died in 2000. It was the largest 
gift in UVic’s history and the art it 
contained was valued at more than 
$3 million. 

The exhibit is representative of 
Williams’ wide-ranging tastes and 
different types of art he collected. 
“In making his generous gift to 
the university, Michael expressed 
his wish that his artwork be made 
accessible,” says Segger. “This 
exhibit is our first opportunity to 
share these important pieces with 


the public.” 

Among the pieces on display 
are Robert Davidson’s Shark , Susan 
Point’s Double Salmon Spindle 
Whorl , and Jack Shadbolt’s Hockey 
Owl. Pieces by Myfanwy Pavelic, 
Art Thompson, Herbert Siebner 
and Dale Chihuly are also in the 
exhibit. 

The exhibit will be held 
simultaneously (different pieces 
of art) at the following locations: 
until Sept 28 at Fran Willis Gallery, 
200-1619 Store Street, 11 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. Tuesday to Saturday, and 
Swans Pub, 506 Pandora Avenue, 
daily 7 a.m. to 1 a.m.; and until Oct. 
10 at the Maltwood Gallery, 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Monday to Friday, noon 
to 5 p.m. Sundays. 


Public meetings to focus 
on planning and traffic 


UVic continues to implement the 
actions in its new campus plan 
by offering members of on- and 
off-campus communities several 
opportunities to comment on 
the campus planning process and 
strategies to reduce motor vehicle 
traffic on campus. 

Members of the campus 
development committee review 
committee are holding three public 
meetings in September to hear from 
all those who have an interest in how 
physical planning is undertaken at 
UVic, and how the university 
conducts planning in relation to 
its faculty and staff, neighbours, 
interest groups, and surrounding 
municipalities. 

The planning review meetings 
will be held on Sept. 22 from 7 to 


10 p.m., Sept. 23 from 2 to 4:30 
p.m. and Sept. 25 from 7 to 10 p.m. 
All meetings will take place in the 
Fraser Building, room 159. 

Those unable to attend the 
public meetings are welcome to 
submit their comments in writing 
by Sept. 15 to Dr. Marsha Hanen, 
chair, campus development com¬ 
mittee review committee, c/o 
University Secretary, PO Box 
1700, Station CSC, Victoria, B.C. 
V8W 2Y2. For further information 
about the written submissions or the 
upcoming meetings contact Linda 
Allen at CitySpaces at 383-0304, 
local 29. 

Another action of the campus 
plan was to conduct a transportation 
demand management study. The 
university has met with campus 


organizations, neighbourhood 
associations, bicycle user groups 
and others and reported its findings 
to the transportation demand 
management steering committee. 
This committee includes members 
from the Capital Regional District, 
the municipalities of Oak Bay and 
Saanich, BC Transit and UVic 
staff. 

The committee is ready 
to present the results of these 
consultations and seeks further 
feedback from the community at an 
open house on Sept. 17 from 3 to 
8 p.m. in the Michele Pujol Room, 
Student Union Building. Copies 
of the TDM strategy are available 
online at web.uvic.ca/fmgt or by 
calling facilities management at 
721-7591. 



PEOF 


Enjoy fast, convenient, professional 
service for your pharmacy and 
prescription needs, right on campus! 

Faculty, staff and students now have a choice when fulfilling 

their health needs. Peoples Pharmacy On Campus can fill any prescription 

new or old, and makes transferring prescriptions easy. 

Simply talk to pharmacist Naz Rayani or Laura Beattie, bring in any 
new prescription, or prescription for refilling, and we can 
fill or transfer your prescription records. 

• FREE Prescription delivery on campus 


721-3400 


Student Union Building 
Hours: Mon. to Fii: 9 
pdm 323 
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Scott 


Get on the ball, 
urges UVic instructor 


by Marni Friesen 

Can you do the pelvic shimmy? 
How about the dolphin, or the 
Cossack dancer? 

They’re not retro dance moves, 
they’re exercises in Ball Bearings , 
a book co-authored by Stefan 
Scott, senior human anatomy 
lab coordinator in the physical 
education department. 

“Because the exercise ball is 
inherently unstable, just sitting 
on it means you’re recruiting core 
muscles that aren’t often used,” says 
Scott. “And research shows that 
people with good core stability are 
less likely to suffer from lower back 
pain and injuries.” 

Scott and two other rehab and 
exercise specialists, Jeff Compton 
and Matthew Tyler, developed 
the book after working together 
at the Canadian Back Institute 
Physiotherapy and Rehabilitation 


Clinic, where exercise ball workouts 
are effective for everyone from 
average back-pain sufferers to elite 
athletes. 

“We were using this stuff every 
day in the clinics,” says Scott. 
“At the time, we put together a 
photocopied booklet with stick- 
figure drawings for clients to use, 
and got such phenomenal feedback 
that we decided to put out a real 
book.” 

Scott, who is a UVic sport and 
exercise science alumnus, started 
his academic career in engineering. 
But after switching to human 
kinetics as an undergrad, he was 
hooked. “I immediately loved it, 
learning about and working with 
the mechanics of the body. It’s 
so immediate, so applicable to 
everyday life.” 

More information about 
Ball Bearings is available at 
www. ballbearings. org. 


Environmental 
healing 
starts with us 

New book focuses on our attitudes 
toward restoring damaged natural areas 


by Marni Friesen 

Restoration is about bringing 
damaged ecosystems back to health. 
But Dr. Eric Higgs, chair of UVic’s 
school of environmental studies, 
thinks there’s a key element to 
natural restoration that needs more 
attention: the human one. 

He hopes that his new book, 
Nature by Design: People, Natural 
Process, and Ecological Restoration , 
will encourage debate among 
restoration students and experts 
about how restoration intertwines 


with technology, history, and human 
connection to the landscape. 

Nature by Design explores the 
issues that can arise as people try to 
design “wilderness” into ecosystems 
where human intervention is what 
caused the damage in the first place. 
“Restoration is fundamentally a 
design practice, no matter how 
much we want to push ourselves 
away from that idea,” says Higgs. 
“In the very act of restoration, 
we’re marking a place with our 
own values.” 

See HEALING... p. 4 


Are we flushing our future? 

Canadians are wasteful water users, says a UVic research group 



Brandes 


by Marni Friesen 

The August blackouts in eastern 
Canada and the U.S. brought 
the issue of excessive energy 
consumption to light in a dramatic 
way. But what about the state of 
a resource even more vital than 
electricity? 

Fresh water is the most basic 
human need, but according to 
Flushing the Future? Examining 
Water Use in Canada , a report 
recently released by UVic’s POLIS 
project on ecological governance, 
Canadians aren’t doing enough to 
ensure the future of urban water 
supplies. 

“Canadian urbanites are some of 
the most wasteful water-users on the 
planet,” says Oliver Brandes, a grad 
student and author of the report 
that surveyed water distribution 
and consumption in 20 Canadian 
cities. It’s the first of three reports by 
POLIS that will tackle the issue of 
Canadian municipal water policy. 

Although Canada possesses 
more of the world’s fresh water 
than any other country, much 
of it is either locked into glacial 
ice or is too far away from urban 
centres to be of use. Nonetheless, 
the perceived abundance of 
water is likely one reason for very 
high water consumption rates, 
despite the reality that in the 
late ‘90s, a quarter of Canadian 
municipalities—including Victoria 
and Vancouver—suffered from 
seasonal water shortages. 

“Canadians living in cities use 
an average of 343 litres per day in 
the residential sector alone, and the 
numbers are rising,” says Brandes. 
“It’s a rate second only to the U.S., 
and double the amount used by 
most Europeans.” 

Flushing the Future considers 
Canadian urban water use in a 
global context, but also compares 
consumption rates in cities across 
the country. 

“We found a four-fold difference 
in per capita water use across all the 


Canadian cities studied, seemingly 
regardless of geographic or climatic 
differences, although the living 
standards are similar in most 
locations,” says Brandes. St. John’s, 
Newfoundland used the most water 
residentially, at 639 litres per person 
per day, while Charlottetown, P.E.I., 
used the least at just 136 litres per 
person per day. The gap is a sign, 
says Brandes, that there’s room for 
conservation without any serious 
change in living standards. 

According to the report, 
other countries with fewer water 
resources have conserved by 
lowering the consumer demand for 
water. Some effective methods of 
managing demand are encouraging 
use of water-saving appliances, 
landscaping with drought-resistant 
or native plants, recycling gray 


water for outdoor watering, and 
introducing pricing structures 
where customers pay more the 
more they use. 

Reducing water use will mean 
a more secure supply and less 
strain and expensive maintenance 
on existing infrastructures, says 
Brandes. It will also make a real 
difference to the ecosystems that 
are drained for our consumption. 

“Dams and diversions are 
primary destroyers of aquatic 
habitat, which are among the most 
endangered ecosystems on the 
planet.” 

Subsequent reports will examine 
the hurdles to urban Canadian 
water conservation and prescribe 
workable solutions based on existing 
infrastructure. They will be released 
later this year. 



new facult 



Allyson Hadwin is fascinated by 
how people learn and how technol¬ 
ogy can aid the learning process. 
Hadwin joined the educational 
psychology and leadership stud¬ 
ies department as an assistant 
professor in July. She comes from 
Concordia University's educational 
technology department, where she 
taught as an assistant professor af¬ 
ter receiving her PhD in educational 
psychology from SFU in 2000. She's 
currently involved in three major 
projects on instructional technolo¬ 
gies that guide the development of 
effective learning strategies. 

Lorna Jackson became an assistant 
professor of fiction in the writing 
department in July, although her 
association with UVic goes back to 
her undergrad and graduate de¬ 
grees in English (MA '94). Jackson 
has taught in the English depart¬ 
ment, as well as both fiction and 
creative non-fiction in the writing 
department, as a sessional instruc¬ 
tor since 1994. Her published work 
includes a novel, A Game to Play on 


the Tracks, which will be published 
this fall, and the short story collec¬ 
tion, Dressing for Hope, as well as 
numerous literary journalism and 
non-fiction articles. 

Martin Bunton, a specialist in 
modern Middle Eastern issues, offi¬ 
cially joined the history department 
as an assistant professor in July, 
though he's taught as a sessional 
instructor here—and at SFU—since 
1996. Bunton is particularly 
interested in transformations in 
property rights in colonial and 
post-colonial states in the Middle 
East during the 20th century. He 
holds a PhD in modern Midde East 
history from St. Antony's College 
at Oxford University. 

Mechanical engineering has a 
new fluid mechanics expert. Peter 
Oshkai arrived in July from Lehigh 
University in Pennsylvania where 
he completed PhD in 2002, fol¬ 
lowed by a year of postdoctoral 
research. Oshkai specializes in 
experimental fluid mechanics, 


particularly the quantitative imag¬ 
ing of complex flows such as the 
movement of air around airplane 
wings, or of water through pipes. 
He'll begin teaching classes in 
thermodynamics and fluid me¬ 
chanics in January. 

Jeff Corntassel, an expert on 
the rights and political and social 
mobilization of indigenous peoples 
around the world, joined the 
indigenous governance program as 
an assistant professor and graduate 
advisor in January. He comes most 
recently from Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute and State University, where 
he co-founded the American Indian 
studies program, twice received the 
political science Professor of the 
Year award, and was associate di¬ 
rector of the Race and Social Policy 
Research Centre. He's the author 
of a forthcoming book, Forced 
Federalism: Contemporary Chal¬ 
lenges to American Indian Sover¬ 
eignty. His current research focuses 
on "peoplehood and indigenous 
governance." 
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Higgs 


Healing ... cont'd from p. 3 


And those values are constantly 
changing. Up until the late 19th 
century, wilderness was seen as 
foreboding and treacherous. But 
around the turn of the century, 
a new concept of wilderness 
as a sanctuary and playground 
developed, and was part of the 
philosophical movement that 
helped create our national parks 
system. Now, as technology 
increasingly dominates our lives, 
Higgs is concerned about how 
restoration fits into the future 
of North American culture’s 
relationship to nature. 

“The risk of an overly tech¬ 
nological approach to restoration 
is that it may treat ecosystems 
as commodities,” says Higgs. “If 
you damage something then, oh 
well, you can fix it. If you destroy 
one ecosystem, that’s okay, we’ll 
rebuild it somewhere else. It’s part 
of a worrisome cultural drift we’re 
in where technology provides all 
the answers. We believe we can 


fix anything with the push of a 
button.” 

It’s a mentality he worries is 
prevalent in massive initiatives 
such as the multi-billion dollar and 
multi-agency Florida Everglades 
restoration project. “If we create 
destruction on a vast scale, I’m 
not sure we can restore it on a vast 
scale.” 

Instead, Higgs puts his faith in 
small-scale, locally driven projects 
that foster a sense of community. 
“Restoration is wonderful in that 
when you get involved with it, 
you become much more aware of 
what’s important in life—whether 
you’re pulling broom out of Garry 
Oak meadows or re-routing a 
stream. 

“It’s not just a scientific 
practice, it’s a social practice too. 
As it rebuilds nature’s capital 
it’s also rebuilding social and 
community relationships, and 
cultural values that we have about 
natural places.” 



Showing their 
colours 

Jennifer Margison, manager of career 
services and BA 77, is one of 100 
volunteers welcoming alumni back 
to campus during Celebration 2003 
this week. She's handing out alumni 
scarves, colour-coded by faculty, at 
the alumni welcome centre near the 
University Centre. 


Too busy? Connect online. 

telus.com/student 



^Ttelus- 


the future is friendly* 




the ran 


University seeks views on equity report 

A report commissioned by the university to advise it on how it might 
proceed to achieve the equity and fairness initiatives in UVic's strategic plan 
is now complete. The report of the external review on equity and fairness 
strongly supports the university's objectives in this area and presents a 
series of constructive recommendations. UVic President Dr. David Turpin 
is seeking input from the university community on the report and invites 
comments and suggestions on its recommendations and on implementa¬ 
tion. Turpin will also be consulting with a broad range of units and groups 
on campus—including the university human rights committee—whose 
mandates relate directly to the report and its recommendations. The report 
is available at web.uvic.ca/univsec and comments can be submitted to the 
office of the university secretary (usec@uvic.ca) by Sept. 30. 

Students promote more pedal-power 

There are more opportunities for students to cycle to campus this fall, 
thanks to a new bike bursary program initiated by SPOKES, or Student 
Promotion of Kickstands, Etc. Salvaging. The group was launched by five 
UVic students after a class visit to the Hartland landfill where they discov¬ 
ered about 1,000 repairable bikes are sent each year. With the help of 
volunteer mechanics, the students salvaged and repaired many bikes. This 
fall SPOKES will provide 25 undergraduate students with bikes, helmets, 
locks and lights to use for one academic year. Bursary recipients will also re¬ 
ceive training in safety, commuter cycling and bike repairs. SPOKES bicycle 
bursary applications are available on campus from Sept. 7 to 17. For more 
information, contact coordinator Sarah Webb at 721-7355. Meanwhile, 
anyone relying on four-wheeled transport will be greeted by radar monitor¬ 
ing on Ring Road by campus security. Drivers are reminded the speed limit 
on campus is 40 kph and it will be strictly enforced. 

UVic prof creates virtual exhibit 

Soon anyone with access to the Web will be able to view exceptional 
aboriginal art, thanks to Dr. Andrea Walsh's (anthropology) online exhibit. 
The exhibit, part of the Virtual Museum of Canada, will be launched next 
spring and will feature a group of drawings created by young Nk'Mip stu¬ 
dents at the Inkameep Day School in the South Okanagan during the 1930s 
and 1940s. The drawings depict everyday realities and a sense of identity 
growing up as aboriginal students in mid-20th century B.C. "It's very rare 
to find visual art that depicts the lives of children from their perspective in a 
museum collection," says Walsh, who researched the group for a Communi¬ 
ty-University Research Alliance (CURA) project at UVic. "As a visual anthro¬ 
pologist I'm interested in how we see each other and how we use images 
and objects to communicate our identities to others," she says. "When you 
look at the Inkameep art today you see how the concept of First Nations 
identity and citizenship has changed in Canada since the war." Walsh also 
plans to produce a small film and book about the Inkameep story. 
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Co-op chronicles 

Stones and photos by Marni Fnesen 




Make way for the Venus Express 


measurements, or to use a less expensive 
but slower process called “aerobraking,” 
which allows air friction to gradually 
reduce the spacecraft’s speed. 

The program simulates air friction 
by including variables that affect the 
craft’s altitude as it passes through 
Venus’ upper atmosphere, taking into 
account factors such as the craft’s 
size and mass, and fluctuations in 
atmospheric density. 

This was the second time Nicoll has 
worked on an extra-terrestrial project. 
During a previous work term at the 
Canadian Space Agency in Quebec, 
he developed a three-jointed robotic 
arm used in the development of space- 
simulation equipment. 

“What I love about working on space 
projects is that it’s extreme engineering,” 
says Nicoll. “You’re designing for crazy 
environments, often doing stuff no one 
has ever done before.” 


facility and scientists were doing research 
that meshed with his course work. From 
that point, it was a matter of sending e- 
mails and letters of inquiry until he found 
a scientist willing to take him on. 

Nicoll was able to do some sightseeing 
during his stay, making time for trips 
to Berlin, Paris and Amsterdam. But 
just being at work was a cosmopolitan 
experience, too. 

“There’s so much going on at the 
ESA,” Nicoll says. “I worked at a massive 
research facility with about 2,000 people 
from all of the member states. You’d hear 
people hollering to each other in various 
languages across the hallway. Luckily, 
English and French were the official 
languages.” 

The computer program Nicoll 
developed in Noordwijk is called ‘Drag 
Simulator.’ It will help scientists decide 
whether to use fuel to slow down the 
Venus Express as it adjusts its orbit to take 


Ryan Nicoll’s latest co-op experience was 
out of this world—literally. 

The fourth-year mechanical engin¬ 
eering student spent last semester 
working for the European Space Agency 
(ESA) in Noordwijk, Holland, where he 
developed a computer program that will 
help researchers better understand the 
dynamics of a spacecraft orbiting Venus. 

Nicoll worked on the Venus 
Express project, which aims to launch 
an unmanned mission to Venus in 
November, 2005. The Venus Express will 
be a sister ship to the Mars Express, which 
was launched by the ESA on June 3 this 
year. 

Landing a European co-op position 
required a lot of initiative, says Nicoll. 

“UVic co-op posts a lot of good jobs, 
but they tend to be more local, or at least 
Canada-based,” he says. So he found 
the ESA job, his fifth co-op position, by 
doing Internet research to pinpoint which 


Nicoll and a model of Venus. 


Law student helps "give voice to the voiceless 


from witness statements to videos, 
conversation transcripts to military 
intelligence and even murder weapons. 
Corroborating facts were then used to 
piece together a timeline of events for 
a region where so much violence 
happened, as he puts it, “beneath the 
international radar.” 

Despite the grim subject matter, the 
work was inherently satisfying for Frost, 
who is the grandson of a Holocaust 
survivor. “I grew up with the idea of 
justice, and while I still struggle with a 
personal definition of what justice is, I do 
believe that these kinds of institutions are 
the only way that victims’ voices can be 
heard.” 

Frost is the first of a growing number of 
UVic law students to volunteer as interns 
at international criminal tribunals. He first 
heard of the opportunity from Jonathon 


Josh Frost has some idea what it’s like to 
have a hand in writing history. Last year, 
the UVic law student spent six months 
at The Hague in the Netherlands, as a 
volunteer co-op student working with 
an international team of lawyers and 
investigators at the International Criminal 
Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia 
(ICTY)’s office of the prosecutor. 

“At first it was really hard,” Frost says 
of the work, which daily immersed him 
in the details of violence and genocide. 
“But horror is often a fact of life for 
lawyers, even outside criminal tribunals. 
You have to learn to put up a bit of an 
emotional wall, or you can’t deal with 
it.” 

Along with others on the prosecution 
team, Frost’s job was to sift through vast 
amounts of evidence of war crimes 
in Bosnia-Herzegovina—everything 


Ratel, a UVic alumnus and Victoria crown 
prosecutor who spent a year working for 
the tribunal. To date, six UVic students 
have been involved with the ICTY, and 
one with the international tribunal for 
Rwanda. 

In addition to the personal satisfaction 
of helping to mete out international 
justice, the experience allows students 
to learn as part of a team, says Frost. 
“Professionally, the most valuable thing 
was working with a team of other lawyers, 
seeing how they practise law and deal with 
people, and watching the senior trial 
attorney lead by example.” 

Would he recommend the experience 
to others? Definitely. “It’s the most 
worthwhile thing I’ve ever done,” he 
says. “These tribunals give a voice 
to the voiceless. There is no higher 
endeavour.” 


A summer of birds, back roads and big cats 


Cragg and a marbled murrelet. 


Facing down a cougar wasn’t in the job 
description. 

Jenna Cragg, a second-year biology 
student, wasn’t sure what to expect 
when she was hired to study threatened 
seabird populations on the west coast 
of Vancouver Island. It turned out that 
her co-op job involved bumping along 
logging roads, sailing in Barkley Sound, 
and getting up before dawn to track birds 
by radar. 

Cragg spent the summer working 
for UVic adjunct biology professor Dr. 
Alan Burger, who for the past 13 years 
has studied marbled murrelets, secretive 
seabirds that spend most of their lives 
on the open ocean, but rear their young 
high in the moss-covered limbs of old- 
growth trees on western Vancouver 
Island. 


The study is part of Burger’s long- 
running research that links declining 
murrelet populations with old-growth 
habitat that is shrinking due to logging. 
Canada’s World Wildlife Fund and the 
Canadian Wildlife Service supported the 
field research through the Endangered 
Species Recovery Fund. 

Cragg visited watersheds along the 
island’s west coast from Carmanah to 
Clayoquot, taking inventory of the 
murrelets as they made their pre-dawn 
journeys from ocean to nest to ocean. 
She and her co-worker (another co-op 
student, now graduated) alternated tasks, 
speaking to each other via VHF radio in the 
darkness. One operated the radar in a valley 
leading to where the birds nested, while 
the other lay on the forest floor, counting 
murrelets she saw or heard overhead. 


Cragg enjoyed the field work so 
much that she was delighted to be 
stranded for five days at Carmanah 
Point, waiting for stormy weather to 
ease so that the boat could pick them 
up. The job also offered Cragg some 
thrilling wildlife encounters. 

“I was lying in a forest clearing at 
about 3 a.m., counting birds, and heard 
something in the bushes behind me* 
says Cragg. “I looked up to see a cougar 
about eight feet away.” The big cat didn’t 
move when she yelled, but she finally 
scared it off by smashing a big stick on 
the ground. “I was a bit jumpy after 
that,” she says. 

Jumpy maybe, but also fired up about 
her job. “This was my first co-op job, and 
it was awesome. I couldn’t have asked for 
anything better.” 
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New grant 
boosts 
aging centre 
research 


UVic’s centre on aging has been 
awarded $687,500 over the next 
three years for research-related 
infrastructure from the Michael 
Smith Foundation for Health 
Research. The foundation is also 
giving career investigator awards to 
three UVic faculty members. 

The centre on aging studies the 
social and psychological aspects 
of aging, population health and 
health services delivery. The grant 
will increase the centre’s research 
capacity with a focus on two broad 
themes. 

The first theme is to examine 
the role of social, psychological 
and environmental factors in 
promoting health and preventing 
illness in older adults. The centre 
will conduct assessments of 
institutional, community and 
self-care approaches to health, 
particularly for people with poor 
health or disabilities. 

The second theme addresses 
the relationship between cognitive 
functioning and everyday com¬ 
petence and functioning in later life, 
specifically the factors influencing 
cognitive maintenance or decline, 
the assessment of dementia, and 
interventions for halting cognitive 
decline. 

The foundation has also named 
three UVic professors as Michael 


Smith Foundation Scholars. 
They are: Drs. Caren Helbing 
(biochemistry & microbiology), 
and Ryan Rhodes and Paul Zehr 
(physical education). 

The five-year award allows 
promising young researchers to 
demonstrate their ability to initiate 
and conduct independent research. 
The foundation provides salary 
support of $80,000 per year plus 
an “establishment grant” of at least 
$75,000 to support their research 
program. 

Helbing will investigate the 
role of a tumor suppressor in 
regulating the influence of thyroid 
hormone on cellular processes such 
as programmed cell death and 
growth. 

Rhodes will develop a leisure¬ 
time walking program based on a 
well-validated theory of human 
motivation known as planned 
behaviour. His goal is to develop 
effective intervention campaigns 
for specific demographics (e.g., 
middle-aged adults, older 
adults, etc.) in the Canadian 
population. 

Zehr will investigate the extent 
to which cells found in the spinal 
cord can be used in conjunction 
with feedback from the arms and 
legs to recover motor coordination 
after neurotrauma. 



Going green 
for profit 

UVic commerce students 
learn that business 
and care for the environment 
are not mutually exclusive 


by Marni Friesen 

Ed Landry has been interested 
in sustainability and helping the 
environment for years—that’s 
why he decided to become an 
entrepreneur. This summer he 
was one of a group of commerce 
students who presented sustainable 
business plans to Victoria-area 
investors at the Venture Capital 
Conference. It was part of a class 
project where teams of commerce 
students develop and market plans 
for their own businesses. 

Landry and his team devised 
a plan to use turbines to harness 
the power of ocean tides as they 
rip through Canoe Pass, between 
Quadra and Maude Islands on the 
B.C. coast’s Inside Passage, and to 
sell the resulting electricity. Other 
class members proposed an eco- 
tourism mountain biking resort; 
a plan to market photos for the 
Raincoast Conservation Society; 
and a business that would build 
“green” rooftops for city office 
buildings. 

Dr. Boyd Cohen, one of 
the entrepreneurship program’s 
instructors, is passionate about 
popularizing sustainable business 


practices. According to him, 
students like Landry who arrive 
at business school already thinking 
‘green,’ are the exception rather than 
the norm. 

“Many commerce students 
come here thinking that business 
and the environment are unrelated, 
or worse, that they are diametrically 
opposed to each other,” he says. 
“The ‘Ah ha’ moment comes 
when they see real examples of 
companies being profitable, socially 
responsible and environmentally 
friendly at the same time. 

“If you offer an elective course 
in sustainability, you find yourself 
preaching to the converted. 
What’s unique about our program 
at UVic is that we’re injecting the 
concept of sustainability into our 
general business courses.” It’s an 
approach Cohen says is still rare 
in business schools, but one that 
may give UVic business students 
an advantage. 

“What’s going to change 
the world are innovations that 
transform how we live,” he says. “So 
to have five out of 11 of our teams 
at the Venture Capital Conference 
proposing sustainable business plans 
is something to really be proud of.” 
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EVENTS FREE UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED. FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF EVENTS, SEE WWW.UVIC.CA/EVENTS 


Campus and Community Celebration, Sept. 5-6 



Entertainment, displays, public lectures, 
kids’ activities, and more. 

For more information see story on page 1 
or visit celebration2003.uvic.ca 


Friday, September 5 

Centre on Aging Lecture 2:30 p.m. 
The Determinants of Health Status 
and Health Care Utilization Among 
Immigrants in the Lower Mainland. 
Dr. Karen Kobayshi, UVic. Strong 
C108. 721-6368 

Health Care Lecture 7 p.m. Physician 
and Nurse Shortages: Fact or Fiction ? 
Dr. Paddy Rodney, UVic. Centre for 
Innovative Teaching, room 110. 
472-4700 

President's Distinguished Lecture 
& Special Convocation 7 p.m. No 

Sustainable Development Without 
Human Rights. Mary Robinson, 
former president of Ireland and UN 
High Commissioner for Human 
Rights. Univ. Centre Farquhar 
Auditorium. 472-4996 


Saturday, September 6 

Family Fun Run 10 a.m. Registration 
at Centennial Stadium begins at 9 
a.m. $10 individual/$25 family up 
to four people. 721-8405 


Friday, September 12 

Fridaymusic 12:30 p.m. Featuring 
school of music students on various 
instruments. Philip T. Young Recital 
Hall, MacLaurin B125. Admission 
by donation. 721-7903 


Tuesday, September 16 

Lansdowne Lecture 9:30 a.m. 
Temoignage de Tactualite medicale 
du temps: Le Malade de Marguerite 
(presented in French). Dr. Colette 
Winn, Washington Univ., St. 
Louis. Univ. Centre, room A180. 
721-7364 


Wednesday, September 17 

Lansdowne Lecture 11:30 a.m. 

Sages-femmes et homme de Tart 
(presented in French). Dr. Colette 
Winn, Washington Univ., St. Louis. 
Clearihue Cl 10. 721-7364 

Lecture 3:30 p.m. Neutrinos: The 
Importance of Being Almost Nothing. 
Dr. Ernest Ma, Univ. of California, 
Riverside. Elliott 061. 721-7706 

Lecture 4:30 p.m. Simon De 
Vallamberty On Nourishing and 
Raising Children (1565). Dr. Colette 
Winn, Washington Univ., St. Louis, 
Clearihue Cl 10. 721-7364. 

Lansdowne Lecture 7 p.m. Language 
Loss and Language Revitalization. Dr. 
Leanne Hinton, Univ. of California, 
Berkeley. Centre for Innovative 
Teaching, room 105. 721-7424 


Thursday, September 18 

Lansdowne Lecture 11:30 a.m. 
The Politics of Writing Indigenous 
Languages. Dr. Leanne Hinton, 
Univ. of California, Berkeley. 
Clearihue Cl 12. 721-7424 


Friday, September 19 

Lansdowne Lecture 3:30 p.m. How 
Teaching Endangered Languages 
Differs from Teaching World 
Languages. Dr. Leanne Hinton, 
Univ. of California, Berkeley. 
Clearihue Cl 12. 721-7424 


Monday, September 22 

Seminar 12:30 p.m. Japan: A 
Multicultural Country? Evidence 
from the Field. David Edgington, 
UBC. Fraser 142. 721-7020 

F. Murray Fraser Lecture 1:30 
p.m. Rape and Responsibility. “Jane 
Doe,” feminist activist. Fraser 159. 

721-8187 


At the 
Galleries 

www.maltwood.uvic.ca Info: 

721-8298 

100 Years of Higher Education 
in Victoria (until Sept. 30). 
An exhibition of heritage 
banners charting a history 
in photographs. McPherson 
Library Gallery. 721-6562 

The Williams Legacy (runs until 
Sept. 28). Sculpture, paintings, 
carvings from the estate of 
heritage property developer 
Michael Williams. (For more 
details see story, p. 2) 


Tuesday, September 23 

Co-op Information day 10 a.m.-3 
p.m “Earn to Learn. ” Student 
Union Bldg., Michele Pujol room. 
721-6582 

Seminar 12:30 p.m .A Chinese Court 
Is Not A Court: Insights from the Lai 
Changxing Refugee Claimant Case. 
Clive Ansley, former Shanghai- 
based Canadian lawyer. Fraser 142. 
721-7020 

Lecture 7:30 p.m. Taking Back Our 
Stories: Taking on Society and State. 
Feminist activist “]ane Doe” reads 
from her book and discusses her 
successful lawsuit against the Toronto 
police. Fraser A159. 472-4747 


Wednesday, September 24 

UVic Engineering and Business 
High Tech Career Fair. 10 a.m.- 3 
p.m. For more information go to 
www.engr.uvic.ca/-ccf, or contact 
Martine Janicki at 721-6584, 
mjanicki@engr.uvic.ca. Student 
Union Bldg., Michele Pujol room 
and the Engineering Lab Wing 
lobby. 472-4776 

Friday, September 26 

Fridaymusic 12:30 p.m. Featuring 
school of music voice students. 
Phillip T. Young Recital Hall. 
MacLaurin B125. Admission by 
donation. 721-7903 


Tuesday, September 30 

Hugh Alan Maclean Lecture in Legal 
History 12:30 p.m. Ancient Lands 
and British Law: The Competing 
Legalities of the Colonial Landscape. 
Bruce Kercher, Macquarie Univ., 
Australia. Fraser 158. 721-8162 

Seminar 12:30 p.m. Fanning the 
Flames of Conflict: Maluku 1999- 
2003. Randall Garrison, Camosun 
College. Strong Cl30. 721-7020 


Wednesday, October 1 

Lansdowne Lecture 7 p.m. Remote 
Sensing as an Input Into the Mapping 
and Monitoring of Global Carbon 
and Biomass: A Southern Hemispheric 
Perspective. Dr. Tony Milne, Univ. of 
New South Wales, Australia. Centre 
for Innovative Teaching, room 110. 
721-7326 

Lecture 1:30-4 p.m. International 
Day of the Older Person. Dr. Norm 
O’Rourke, Gerontology Research 
Centre, SFU. Hotel Grand Pacific. 

721-6369 


Thursday, October 2 

Dorothy and David Lam Lecture 
Series 7:30 p.m. The Politics of the 
Indian Past: Hindutva and History. 
Dr. Romila Thapar, Nehru Univ., 
India. Fraser 159. 721-7020 


Friday, October 3 

Fridaymusic 12:30 p.m. Featuring 
school of music guitar students. 
Phillip T. Young Recital Hall, 
MacLaurin A240. Admission by 
donation. 721-7903 


RING PUBLICATION SCHEDULE FALL 2003 

Calendar items should be sent to UVic communications (Sedgewick 149, fax 721- 
8955, e-mail ucom@uvicca) or entered into the online calendar (vwwv. uvic.ca/events) 
by no later than 4 p.m. on the Wednesday prior to publication. Late submissions 
cannot be accepted for publication. For more information, call 721-7636. 

PUBLICATION DATE COPY DEADLINE 

Oct. 2. Sept. 24 

Nov. 6.Oct 29 

Dec. 4. Nov. 26 


Lawyer & Notary Public 

* Ask about alternatives to costly litigation * 

4195 Shelbourne Street 

(two blocks north ofFeltham Rd.) 

Real Estate - Purchase/Sale/Mortgage 
Estate Litigation 

Wills & Estate Probate/Administration 
Power of Attorney/Representation 
Family Law - Divorce & Separation 
General Legal Advice & Referral 

Bob Reimer 721-2441 




Dr. Brent Morrison Dr. Christopher Snow Dr. Ann-Merfo Stewart 

Ask us about our Student Discount. 


■ south islan d 

f OPTOMETRY CENTRES ^ ^ 


477-4711 

3994 Shelbourne St. 

{by the new Tim Hortons) 


478-6811 

202-1910 Sooke Rd. 

(at Colwood Corners) 
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AT THE FOOT OF SINCLAIR HILL 



PREMIUM BULKf|FOOD 


3831 Cadboro Bay Rd. 
forgoodmeasure@shaw.ca 


10% UVic 

Student 

discount 

Best home-made 
trail mixes in 
the city 


477-6811 


Now Two 
Great Locations! 


Cadboro Bay 

PEOPLES PHARMACY 

Prescriptions 
Herbals & Supplements 
Greeting Cards & Gifts 
Film & Photo Developing 
Photocopying & Fax 
Post Office 

477-2131 

3825 Cadboro Bay Rd. 

Mon-Sat 9am-6pm, Sun 12-5pm 


PEOPLES 

PHARMACY 

Prescriptions 
Herbals & Supplements 
Film & Photo Developing 
Personal Care Products 
Cosmetics 

721-3400 

UVic Student Union Building 
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm 


UVic student extended medical cards accepted at both locations 


fEPPER3$ 

eft 

Locally Owned and Operated 
Mon-Fri 8 am-9 pm 
Saturday 8 am-7:30 pm 
Sunday 9 am-7:30 pm 
2 ■ Interac 

3829 Cadboro Bay Road 
477-6513 


10% Student 
Saver Discount 
now available 
Monday to 
Thursday 

(excluding select items) 

FREE DELIVERY 


Get off campus 
& come on down 

Sunday Buffet $Q95 
Brunch ^ 

Best Sunday brunch in 
Cadboro Bay: 11 am - 2 pm 



Cadboro Bay’s 
Neighbourhood Pub 

Cold Beer & 
Wine Off Sales 


Reservations 477-2688 2581 Penrhyn St. 

Check our Web page for up-to-date information: 
www.smugglerscove.shawbiz.ca 
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UVic's strategic alliances model has won the Robin J. Zee Presidential 
Citation for Excellence and Outstanding Achievement Award at the 
2003 National Institute of Government Purchasing Forum in Nashville. 
The model, developed at UVic in the fall of 2000 and implemented 
by Ken Babich, manager of purchasing services, and Diane Lloyd, 
manager of business relations, leverages value-added funds from 
corporations in return for marketing promotion while still using the 
formal procurement process. Since implementing the model, UVic has 
gained $11.7 million through reduced costs and the value of additional 
benefits. 

Dr. Vijay Bhargava has left his position as Canada Research Chair in 
broadband radio access systems and engineering professor at UVic 
to become professor and head of UBC's department of electrical and 
computer engineering. Bhargava, a leader in wireless communications, 
joined UVic in 1984, and helped develop and nurture the graduate pro¬ 
gram in the newly established department of electrical and computer 
engineering. Prior to that he held regular and visiting appointments 
at the Indian Institute of Science, University of Waterloo, Concordia 
University, and the £cole Polyt£chnique in Montreal. 

Several UVic staff members were among the many volunteers who 
fought the forest fires in B.C.'s Interior this summer. Chris Aubrey, a 
clerk in undergraduate admissions and records and a member of the 
Langford Fire Department, spent time at the south end of the Okana¬ 
gan Mountain Park blaze. Protecting Naramata were Brian McAdam 
and Mike Crocker, facilities management, who are both members of 
the Central Saanich Fire Department. 


Investing Ethically, 
Investing Wisely. 


Caring Where Your Money Is Invested 
Can Go Hand In Hand With Good Returns 

the pinch group 


Experience • Integrity • Results 



Brian Pinch MPA, FCSI Frank Arnold BSc., CFP 

Lori Woytowich Mike Higgins B.Comm 


Victorias Experts on 
Socially Responsible Investing 

405-2468 or 1-877-405-2400 


Call for a free information package on 
Socially Responsible Investing or an 
invitation to our next public workshop. 


RAYMOND JAMES® 

Raymond James Ltd., Member CIPF 


NEW VENTURE TAPS INTO 
UVIC WATER EXPERTISE 

"We want to help solve problems, to make water safer, 
to save lives," says business partner 



Mazumder, right, and Nordin with a new device for real-time monitoring of 
water quality 


by Valerie Shore 

Lets say you’re a small water utility 
in charge of drinking water for a 
rural community and you’ve got 
a chronic problem with bacterial 
contamination. You want to know 
where it’s coming from and how to 
get rid of it. 

Or perhaps you’re a forestry 
company trying to decide between 
two areas to log. You want to know 
whether one area poses less risk to 
water quality in streams and the 
drinking water supply. 

Or you could be a government 
department planning a new park, 
and you need to know how putting 
in new roads and trails might affect 
water resources in the area. 

Who do you turn to for help? 

“We’re counting on them turning 
to us,” says Dr. Asit Mazumder, 
a UVic aquatic ecologist and one 
of five partners in AquaVic, a new 
company formed this past April 
to bring the university’s growing 
expertise in water and watershed 
science to the marketplace. 

AquaVic Water Solutions Inc. 
provides leading-edge technology 
and services for the protection of 
drinking water and the sustainable 
management of watersheds. 
Its target clients are utilities, 
resource industries, governments, 
communities—basically anyone 
who needs assistance with drinking 
water or watershed planning, 
management and protection. 

“We offer integrated water 
solutions for drinking water 
providers,” says Mazumder, who 
also heads the NSERC industrial 
research chair on the environmental 
management of drinking water, based 
at UVic. The chair program conducts 
advanced research on drinking water 
ecology and other issues related to 
fisheries and land use activities. 

“Water solutions” refers to a 
wide variety of tools for managing 
and protecting watersheds, from 
instrumentation to software and 
computer-based systems, to the 
considerable range of expertise of 
the partners and other researchers 
working in the UVic lab. 

“Managing a water supply is not 
just about treatment, or a watershed, 
or source water protection. It’s 
everything from source to tap,” 
says Mazumder. “AquaVic is a 
company with an interdisciplinary 
vision like no other in terms of 
environmental management and 
protection. And we’re not just about 
technology, either. What we have is 
the integrated knowledge about how 


to use that technology.” 

AquaVic’s other partners are: 
Vern Rogers (president), an engineer 
with broad experience in water 
technology and management; Dr. 
Mansour Somadpour, a University 
of Washington researcher and world 
authority on tracking waterborne 
bacteria; Dr. Rick Nordin, a UVic 
adjunct professor and expert in 
water resource management; and 
the Innovation and Development 
Corporation (IDC), UVic’s 
technology transfer office. 

The IDC not only chipped 
in money as a partner, but also 
helped with the business set-up, 
did all of the legal footwork, and 
provided office space at a discount. 
“This company has all the right 
ingredients—an identified market, 
the scientific and business expertise, 
and new technologies coming down 
the road,” says DougTolson, acting 
president of IDC. “There’s really no 
other player out there who can offer 
what these guys have and who have 
the credibility to do it.” 

“Over time, our integrated 
technologies will make us 
increasingly attractive in the 
marketplace,” adds Rogers. “Clients 
will be able to move seamlessly from 
one AquaVic water management 
tool to another.” 


Among the unique technologies 
available to AquaVic clients is a 
device for real-time monitoring 
of water quality—especially 
useful for reservoir managers— 
and SourceTrack, the leading 
technique for pinpointing sources 
of microbial contamination in 
water. AquaVic has sole rights to 
SourceTrack in Canada. 

The company also offers 
analytical and consulting services 
to clients and will adjust its fees 
to meet the needs of small utilities 
with limited funds. “Making money 
is not our main goal,” says Nordin, 
who views the Walkerton [Ontario] 
tragedy in 2000—in which seven 
people died from contaminated 
water—as a turning point for 
drinking water in Canada. 

“Without a doubt, there 
are more Walkertons out there 
waiting to happen,” he says. “Our 
motivation is to take some of 
the things we know and some of 
the devices we’re developing and 
make them available to everyone. 
We want to help solve problems, 
to make water safer, to save lives. 
This company is a vehicle to let 
us do that.” 

For more information on AquaV’ c 
go online to www.aquavic.com or 

call (250) 472-4327. 



ie ssui’ijltc'i- uv dunce on 
Vancouver Island. 


JOIN US AT OUR MINI-EXPO ON CAMPUS, IN THE 
MICHELE PUJOL ROOM, STUDENT UNION BUILDING 

TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 30 11 A.M. UNTIL 3 P.M. 



• DOOR PRIZES 

• FREE SAMPLES 

• DEMONSTRATION OF OUR ONLINE ORDERING SYSTEM 

• VENDOR REPS FROM 3M, AVERY, ACCO, LEXMARK, HEWLETT-PACKARD, 
IMATJON, KOR-EC-TYPE, QUARTET, FELLOWES, SANFORD and ESSELTE. 

•MEET YOUR MONK REP! 


Quite simply\ it is a 
local commitment to 
personalised service, 
quality, reliability 
and value. 


IF YOU ORDER OFFICE SUPPLIES FOR YOUR DEPARTMENT ; YOU WON7 WANT TO MISS THIS EVENT! 


Web Site: www.monk.ca 


E-mail: saies@monk.ca 


9 Convenient locations on Vancouver Island • Customer Service Centre: 250-384-0565 • Fax: 250-384-3851 
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